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This Introduction was provided by the New Jersey Department of Education as part of the 2009 New Jersey Core 

Curriculum Standards for Visual and Performing Arts and can be found at the following web address: 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/standards/1/intro.pdf 

 
Introduction 

 
Arts Education in the 21st Century 
 
Creativity is a driving force in the 21st-century global economy, with the fastest growing jobs and emerging 
industries relying on the ability of workers to think unconventionally and use their imaginations. 
 
The best employers the world over will be looking for the most competent, most creative, and most innovative 
people on the face of the earth ... This will be true not just for the top professionals and managers, but up and 
down the length and breadth of the workforce. ... Those countries that produce the most important new products 
and services can capture a premium in world market… 
 
(2007, National Center on Education and the Economy) 
 
Experience with and knowledge of the arts is an essential component of the P-12 curriculum in the 21st century. As 
the State of New Jersey works to transform public education to meet the needs of a changing world and the 21st 
century workforce, capitalizing on the unique ability of the arts to unleash creativity and innovation in our students 
is critical for success, as reflected in the mission and vision that follow: 
 
Mission: The arts enable personal, intellectual, social, economic, and human growth by fostering creativity and 
providing opportunities for expression beyond the limits of language. 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 6 
 



Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Introduction (continued) 
 

 
Vision: An education in the arts fosters a population that: 
• Creates, reshapes, and fully participates in the enhancement of the quality of life, globally.  
• Participates in social, cultural, and intellectual interplay among people of different ethnic, racial, and cultural 

backgrounds through a focus on the humanities.  
• Possesses essential technical skills and abilities significant to many aspects of life and work in the 21st 
 century.  
• Understands and impacts the increasingly complex technological environment. 
 
Intent and Spirit of the Visual and Performing Arts Standards 
 
The intent and spirit of the New Jersey Visual and Performing Arts Standards builds upon the philosophy and goals 
of the National Standards for Arts Education.  Equitable access to arts instruction is achieved when the four arts 
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) are offered throughout the P-12 spectrum. Thus, the goal of the 
standards is that all students have regular, sequential arts instruction throughout their P-12 education. 
 
The expectation of the New Jersey arts standards is that all students communicate at a basic level in each of the 
four arts disciplines by the end of fifth grade, using the vocabularies, materials, tools, techniques, and intellectual 
methods of each arts discipline in a developmentally appropriate manner.  Beginning in grade 6, student instruction 
in the arts is driven by specialization, with students choosing one of the four arts disciplines based on their 
interests, aptitudes, and career aspirations. By the end of grade 12, students are expected to communicate 
proficiently in one or more arts disciplines of their choice.  
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Introduction (continued) 
 
By graduation from secondary school, all students should, in at least one area of specialization, be able to: 
 
• Define and solve artistic problems with insight, reason, and technical proficiency.  
• Develop and present basic analyses of works of art from structural, historical, cultural, and aesthetic 
 perspectives.  
• Call upon their informed acquaintance with exemplary works of art from a variety of cultures and 
 historical periods.  
• Relate various types of arts knowledge and skills within and across the arts disciplines by mixing and 

matching competencies and understandings in art-making, history, culture, and analysis in any arts- related 
project. 

 
Revised Standards 
 
The revised 2009 visual and performing arts standards align with the National Standards for Arts Education. In 
addition, they correlate structurally to the three arts processes defined in the 2008 NAEP Arts Education 
Assessment Framework: creating, performing, and responding. When actively engaged in these processes, students 
not only learn about the arts, they learn through and within the arts. 
 
The state and national standards are deliberately broad to encourage local curricular objectives and flexibility in 
classroom instruction. New Jersey’s revised 2009 visual and performing arts standards provide the foundation for 
creating local curricula and meaningful assessments in the four arts disciplines for all children. They are designed 
to assist educators in assessing required knowledge and skills in each discipline by laying out the expectations for 
levels of proficiency in dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts at the appropriate level of study. 
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Introduction (continued) 
 
 
Organization of the 2009 Standards 
 
This organization of the 2009 visual and performing arts standards reflects the critical importance of locating the 
separate arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) as one common body of knowledge and skills, while 
still pointing to the unique requirements of individual disciplines. There are four visual and performing arts 
standards, as follows: 

Standards 1.1 and 1.2, respectively, articulate required knowledge and skills concerning the elements and 
principles of the arts, as well as arts history and culture. Together, the two standards forge a corollary to the NAEP 
Arts process of creating. Standard 1.1 includes four strands, one for each of the arts disciplines: A. Dance, B. 
Music, C. Theatre, and D. Visual Art; Standard 1.2 includes a single strand: A. History of the Arts and Culture. 
 
Standard 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 
principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
Standard 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence 
of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
 
Standard 1.3 is rooted in arts performance and thus stands as a corollary to the NAEP Arts process of 
performing/interpreting. Like Standard 1.1, Standard 1.3 is made up of four arts- specific strands: A. Dance, B. 
Music, C. Theatre, and D. Visual Art. 
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Introduction (continued) 
 
Standard 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies that are 
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
Standard 1.4 addresses two ways students may respond to the arts, including (1) the study of aesthetics and (2) the 
application of methodologies for critique. Standard 1.4 provides a corollary to the NAEP Arts process of 
responding. This standard pertains to all four arts disciplines, and is comprised of two strands related to the mode 
of response: A. Aesthetic Responses and B. Critique Methodologies. 
 
Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will demonstrate and apply an 
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
Proficiency Levels and Grade Band Clusters 
The grade-band clusters for the 2009 visual and performing arts standards correspond to new federal definitions of 
elementary and secondary education, which may have implications for instructional delivery according to 
licensure. The expectations for student achievement increase across the grade band clusters as follows: 
• Preschool: All students should be given broad-based exposure to, and be provided opportunities for 
exploration in, each of the four arts disciplines. The goal is that preschool students attain foundational skills that 
progress toward basic literacy in the content knowledge and skills delineated in the K-2 and 3-5 grade-level arts 
standards, as developmentally appropriate. 
 
• Grades K-2 and 3-5: All students in grades K-5 are given broad-based exposure to, and are provided 
opportunities for participation in, each of the four arts disciplines. The expectation at this level is that all students 
attain basic literacy in the content knowledge and skills delineated in the K-2 and 3-5 grade- level standards for the 
arts. 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 10 
 



Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Introduction (continued) 
 

• Grades 6-8: In grades 6-8, student instruction focuses on one of the four arts disciplines, as directed by 
student choice. The expectation at this level is that all students demonstrate competency in the content knowledge 
and skills delineated for the selected arts discipline. 
 
• Grades 9-12: Throughout secondary school, student instruction continues to focus on one of the four arts 
disciplines, as chosen by the student. By the end of grade 12, all students demonstrate proficiency in at least one 
chosen arts discipline by meeting or exceeding the content knowledge and skills delineated in the arts standards. 
 
Teaching the Standards: Certification and Highly Qualified Arts Educators 
The visual and performing arts are considered a "core" subject under the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB-
2001). Therefore, all visual and performing arts teachers must meet the "Highly Qualified Teachers" standards 
within their certificated arts discipline(s). State licensure is the initial gatekeeper for highly qualified status. 

 

This Introduction was provided by the New Jersey Department of Education as part of the 2009 New Jersey 
Core Curriculum Standards for Visual and Performing Arts, and can be found at the following web address: 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/standards/1/intro.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 11 
 



Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination 
and life to everything.”  

― Plato 
Wordsworth Dictionary of Musical Quotations, 1991 

 

Statement of Philosophy 
Music is an essential component of a child’s education. It enriches, educates, and develops the “whole child” 
intellectually, physically, emotionally and socially. When music is learned it exercises both sides of the brain.  
Music exercises the right side of the brain responsible for imagination, arts awareness and creativity, and the left 
side responsible for reasoning, number skills and speech. It’s a discipline that teaches children to focus on a task 
and master it. Music motivates students to always strive for excellence and invites them to express what words 
cannot. 
 
We believe that all students should have a comprehensive, balanced, sequential curriculum of in-school instruction 
in music education in accordance with national, state and local standards.   
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Music Program Goals 
 

By grade 8, students should demonstrate the ability to: 
 

1.  Perform music alone and with others 
 

2.  Read and write musical notation 
 

3. Analyze, describe, and evaluate musical performances 
 

4. Create original music within specified guidelines 
 

5. Understand the relationships between music, other arts, history and culture 
 

6.  Understand technology as a tool for creating, recording and listening to music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Goals 1-5 are based on the National Standards for the Arts developed by the Consortium of National Arts Education 
Associations, through a grant administered by The National Association for Music Education (NAfME). 
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Overview 

  
 

The Montclair Public Schools Grades 6-8 Music curriculum provides a pathway of study for quality music 
education.  It was developed to meet objectives as stated in the New Jersey State Department of Education Core 
Curriculum Content Standards and the National Standards for Music Education. The curriculum includes the study 
of music fundamentals and appreciation, performance, instrumental and vocal instruction and ensemble 
experiences for students in grades 6-8.  It is based on enduring understanding (broad concepts) with essential 
questions and both formative and summative assessments.  The overarching goal of the curriculum is to empower 
all learners to achieve their maximum ability in the areas of music.  
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Middle School Music Courses 
 
Middle school is an exciting time of change and growth for students. Students in grades 6-8 face unique challenges 
as they grow into young adults. Teachers guide students through developmentally appropriate experiences in the 
middle school to help build necessary skills for success in both music and other facets of life.  
 
The middle grades music program is designed to act as a bridge between the elementary and high school music 
programs.  Singing experiences are adjusted appropriately to accommodate the changing voice. Students work 
more frequently within a group of peers, demonstrating skills of cooperation, and learning to compromise and be 
team players.  
 
In each middle school students are able to pursue studies in choral, and/or instrumental music.   They may also 
choose to take a general music course. The music curriculum in middle school has a dual role: 1) the presentation 
of information; and 2) the guiding of the students' critical thinking skills from memorization to thoughtful, 
independent analysis of the material being presented.  
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GRADE 6-8 CORE STRANDS 
 
 
STANDARD 1.1 The Creative Process All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements 
and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art   

 
NOTE: By the end of grade 8, those students choosing MUSIC as their required area of specialization 

demonstrate COMPETENCY in the following content knowledge and skills. 
 
 

Standard CPI# Cumulative Progress Indicator 
Common, recognizable 
musical forms often 
have characteristics 
related to specific 
cultural traditions. 

1.1.8.B.1 Analyze the application of the elements of music in 
diverse Western and non-Western musical works 
from different historical eras using active listening 
and by reading and interpreting written scores. 

 
Compositional 
techniques used in 
different styles and 
genres of music vary 
according to 
prescribed sets of 
rules. 

 

1.1.8.B.2 Compare and contrast the use of structural forms 
and the manipulation of the elements of music in 
diverse styles and genres of musical compositions. 
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STANDARD 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture All students understand the role, development 
and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
 
NOTE:  By the end of grade 8, those students choosing MUSIC as their required area of specialization 

demonstrate COMPETENCY in the following content knowledge and skills. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard CPI# Cumulative Progress Indicator 
Technological changes 
have and will continue to 
substantially influence 
the development and 
nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.1 Map historical innovations in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art that were caused by the creation of 
new technologies. 

Tracing the histories of 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art in world 
cultures provides insight 
into the lives of people 
and their values. 

1.2.8.A.2 Differentiate past and contemporary works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art that represent 
important ideas, issues, and events that are 
chronicled in the histories of diverse cultures.  
 

The arts reflect cultural 
morays and personal 
aesthetics  
throughout the ages. 

1.2.8.A.3 Analyze the social, historical, and political impact of 
artists on culture and the impact of culture on the 
arts. 
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STANDARD 1.3 Performance All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual 
art. 

 
NOTE: By the end of grade 8, those students choosing MUSIC as their required area of specialization 

demonstrate COMPETENCY in the following content knowledge and skills. 
 

Standard CPI# Cumulative Progress Indicator 
Western, non-Western, and 
avant-garde notation 
systems have distinctly 
different characteristics. 

1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal compositions using complex 
standard and non-standard Western, non-Western, and 
avant-garde notation.   
 

Stylistic considerations vary 
across genres, cultures, 
and historical eras. 

1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in groups with expressive 
qualities appropriately aligned with the stylistic 
characteristics of the genre.  
 

Understanding of discipline-
specific arts terminology 
(e.g., crescendo, 
diminuendo, pianissimo, 
forte, etc.) is a component 
of music literacy. 

1.3.8.B.3 Apply theoretical understanding of expressive and dynamic 
music terminology to the performance of written scores in 
the grand staff.       
 

Improvisation is a 
compositional skill that is 
dependent on 
understanding the elements 
of music as well as stylistic 
nuances of historical eras 
and genres of music. 

1.3.8.B.4 Improvise music in a selected genre or style, using the 
elements of music that are consistent with basic playing 
and/or singing techniques in that genre or style. 
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STANDARD 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies All students will demonstrate and 
apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
 

NOTE: By the end of grade 8, those students choosing MUSIC as their required area of specialization 
demonstrate COMPETENCY in the following content knowledge and skills. 

 
A. Aesthetic Responses 
 

Standard CPI# Cumulative Progress Indicator 

Contextual clues to 
artistic intent are 
embedded in artworks. 
Analysis of archetypal or 
consummate works of art 
requires knowledge and 
understanding of 
culturally specific art 
within historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.1 Generate observational and emotional 
responses to diverse culturally and historically 
specific works of dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art   
 

Art may be used for 
utilitarian and non-
utilitarian purposes. 

1.4.8.A.2 Identify works of dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art that are used for utilitarian and 
non-utilitarian purposes. 

Performance technique in 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art varies 
according to historical era 
and genre. 

1.4.8.A.3 Distinguish among artistic styles, trends, and 
movements in dance, music, theatre, and visual 
art within diverse cultures and historical eras.  
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A. Aesthetic Responses (Continued) 
 

Standard CPI# Cumulative Progress Indicator 
Abstract ideas may be 
expressed in works of 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art using a 
genre’s stylistic traits. 

1.4.8.A.4 Compare and contrast changes in the accepted 
meanings of known artworks over time, given 
shifts in societal norms, beliefs, or values. 

Symbolism and metaphor 
are characteristics of art 
and art-making. 

1.4.8.A.5 Interpret symbolism and metaphors embedded 
in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual 
art.  
 

Awareness of basic 
elements of style and 
design in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art 
inform the creation of 
criteria for judging 
originality. 

1.4.8.A.6 Differentiate between “traditional” works of art 
and those that do not use conventional 
elements of style to express new ideas. 

Artwork may be both 
utilitarian and non-
utilitarian. Relative merits 
of works of art can be 
assessed through 
analysis of form, function, 
craftsmanship, and 
originality. 

1.4.8.A.7 Analyze the form, function, craftsmanship, 
and originality of representative works of 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.   
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STANDARD 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies 
B. Critique Methodologies 

 
Standard CPI# Cumulative Progress Indicator 

Assessing a work of 
art without critiquing 
the artist requires 
objectivity and an 
understanding of the 
work’s content and 
form. 

1.4.8.B.1 Evaluate the effectiveness of a work of art by 
differentiating between the artist’s technical 
proficiency and the work’s content or form.     
 

Visual fluency is the 
ability to differentiate 
formal and informal 
structures and 
objectively apply 
observable criteria to 
the assessment of 
artworks, without 
consideration of the 
artist. 

1.4.8.B.2 Differentiate among basic formal structures and 
technical proficiency of artists in works of 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 

Universal elements of 
art and principles of 
design apply equally 
to artwork across 
cultures and historical 
eras. 

1.4.8.B.3 Compare and contrast examples of archetypal 
subject matter in works of art from diverse 
cultural contexts and historical eras by writing 
critical essays. 
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Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions 

 
STANDARD 1.1 The Creative Process 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Enduring Understandings 

 
Essential Questions 

 
Learning Activities 

Underlying structures in music 
can be found via analysis and 
inference. Music helps to 
define cultural identity. 
 
An understanding of the 
elements and principles of art 
is essential to the creative 
process and 
artistic production. 
 
 

What is music? 
 
On what basis can music be compared 
and contrasted? 
 
Is all music beautiful? 
 
How do uneven rhythms change the 
mood of a piece of music? 
 
Why do we listen to music? 
 
Why do we like the music we like? 

Introduce/review elements: rhythm, melody, harmony, 
form, style, tone and color 
 
Use graphic organizers to compare and contrast two 
styles of music 
 
Listen to music of varied styles and genres and note 
personal reflections 
 
Work in cooperative groups to create a collaborative 
group project that presents elements of a particular style 
of music 
 
Discuss how dynamics affect a musical composition 
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Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions 
 

STANDARD 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture  
 

 
 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Learning Activities 
 
The history of the world is 
told through music.  By being 
able to identify historical, 
social and cultural influences 
related to music students will 
have a better and more 
complete understanding of 
humankind past, present and 
future and of music as a form 
of human expression. 

 
How does the study of music help to 
deepen understandings of past and 
present cultures?  
 
How has technology changed and 
influenced the nature of the arts? 
 
How does the study of music prepare 
students for creating culture of the 
present and future? 
 
How do people express themselves 
through music? 
 
What does our music tell about us? 
 
What can music tell us about society?   
 
How does music affect history?  How 
does history affect music? 
 

 
Collaborative Project:  How has technology changed and 
influenced the nature of the arts? 
 
Perform and critique music from various cultures 
 
Collaborate with peers to create group presentations on 
music from various cultures and periods in music 
 
Compare across several cultures of the world and in history, 
the functions of music, roles of musicians, and conditions 
under which music is typically performed. 
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Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions 
 

STANDARD 1.3 Performance 
 

Instrumental Music/Band 
 
 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Learning Activities 
 
Singing and playing an 
instrument provide people with 
the means of learning musical 
and developmental skills. 
 
Music making is one of the 
oldest, most intimate and basic 
forms of communication and 
cultural expression. 

 
How do we care for our instruments?  
 
How do we play our instruments 
properly?  
 
How do reading and techniques skills 
enhance our performance?  
 
How does the historical style influence 
the meaning of the music? 
 
What is the musician’s role in an 
ensemble? 
 

 
Identify notes by pitch name and proper fingering 
 
Identify and perform note and rest values: whole, 
dotted half, half, dotted quarter, quarter, and eighth 
 
Perform and understand basic dynamic signs: piano, 
mezzo piano, mezzo forte, forte, crescendo and 
decrescendo 
 
Demonstrate proper instrument assembly techniques 
 
Produce a characteristic tone quality with 
consideration to embouchure, posture and breath 
support 
 
Properly store and care for instrument 
 
Rehearse musical selections demonstrating basic 
ensemble performance concepts: blend, balance and 
intonation 
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Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions 

 
 

STANDARD 1.3 Performance  
 

Vocal Music/Chorus 
 

 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Learning Activities 
 
Singing and playing an 
instrument provide people with 
the means of learning musical 
and developmental skills. 
 
Music making is one of the 
oldest, most intimate and basic 
forms of communication and 
cultural expression. 

 
How does singing enrich our lives and 
the lives of others?  
 
How does one sing independently and 
with a group in an ensemble?  
 
How are various musical styles sung 
authentically? 
 
Why is an understanding of music theory 
relevant for singing in choir? 
 
How can a singer improve their vocal 
tone? 
 
How is music communicated 
expressively? 
 

 
Read notes and interpretive markings in a choral score 
 
Match pitch in one’s own range. 
 
Sing with breath support and proper body alignment. 
 
Sing with round/tall vowels and a healthy vocal tone. 
 
Sing with loud and soft dynamics in a healthy manner. 
 
Understand and demonstrate subtle dynamic contrasts 
and accents  
 
Perform music in a variety of styles and periods of 
composition 
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Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions 
 

 
STANDARD 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies 

 
 

 
 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Learning Activities 
 
Aesthetic response to music 
and music critique is a 
process by which students 
have an opportunity to 
respond to various pieces of 
music critically. It involves 
listening to, analyzing and 
describing music.  It assists in 
the development of higher 
level thinking skills such as 
evaluation and interpretation.    
Aesthetics fosters artistic 
appreciation, interpretation, 
imagination, significance and 
value. The process of critique 
leads to artistic and personal 
music growth.  

 
What’s the difference between a 
thoughtful and a thoughtless artistic 
judgment?  
 
When is art criticism vital and when is 
it beside the point?  
 
What vocabulary should be used when 
describing music? 
 
What does our music tell about us? 
 
What can music tell us about society?   
 
How does music affect history?  How 
does history affect music? 
 
 
 
 

 
Students listen to two music compositions on the same 
theme (e.g., celebrating a holiday) and identify similarities 
and differences 
 
View a videotape of a school band or chorus performance 
and write a written critique describing the music heard and 
suggest areas of improvement 
 
Critically listen to a specific piece of music and fill out 
evaluation form 
 
Read critiques of music that display a broad knowledge of 
music genres and styles and create a vocabulary list to be 
used for music critique 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Formative and Summative Assessments 
 

Formative Assessments 
 

Pre-Tests 
 

Individualized Playing Tests 
 

Individualized Singing Tests 
 

Self Reflection Student Log 
 

Teacher Observation and recording of student growth  
 

Summative Assessments 
  

End of Unit Tests 
 

Cooperative Group Projects 
 

Portfolios 
 

Course Grades 
 

Winter and Spring Concert Critique 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Thematic Units 
 
 

What is Music? 
 

 
Exploring Styles and Periods of Music 

 
 

Technology and Today’s Music 
 
 

The Sixties: Music and Change 
 
 

Musical Minds 
 
 

Experimental Music 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Instrumental Music Scope and Sequence 
 
 
I=Introduce    R=Reinforce   S=Strengthen   M=Mastered 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grades 6    7 8 
1.  Demonstrate the language of reading and interpreting music notation    
Identify notes by pitch names and proper fingering I R R/M 
Identify and perform note and rest values: whole, dotted, half, half, dotted quarter, quarter and eighth I R M 
Perform rhythms involving pick up-notes I R M 
Demonstrate proper procedures for sight-reading I R M 
Perform in simple rhythmic meters: 4/4, 3/4 and 2/4 I R M 
Identify/demonstrate the use of key signatures I R M 
Demonstrate use of simple repeat signs, 1st and 2nd endings, D.C. and D.S. al Fine I R R/M 
Define and understand sharp, flat and natural signs I R M 
Perform and understand basic dynamic signs: piano, mezzo piano, mezzo forte, crescendo, decrescendo I R M 
Perform and define basic tempo markings: largo, andante, moderato, allegro I R R 
Demonstrate the use of complex repeats, D.C., and D.S. al Coda I R R 
Demonstrate articulations with proper attacks and releases of sound: staccato, legato, slur. tenuto I R R 
Demonstrate tempo changes with the use of ritardando, accelerando and fermatas I R R 
Perform in the meter 3/8, 6/8 and 2/2  I R 
Identify and perform note and rest values: sixteenth, dotted eighth, triplet eighth, ties and syncopation  I R 
Define and demonstrate the use of trills and grace notes  I R 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Instrumental Music Scope and Sequence (continued) 
 

I=Introduce    R=Reinforce   S=Strengthen   M=Mastered 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grades 6 7 8 
2.  Perform music independently and with others    
Demonstrate proper instrument assembly techniques I R M 
Demonstrate proper body alignment and posture I R M 
Demonstrate proper cleaning and care of instrument and equipment I R M 
Demonstrate and describe proper embouchure techniques I R R 
Demonstrate and describe proper breathing/phrasing techniques I R R 
Produce a characteristic tone quality with consideration to embouchure, posture and breath support I R R 
Demonstrate personal responsibility and self-discipline in rehearsal    
Demonstrate knowledge of how to practice/preparing parts for rehearsal  I R R 
Perform unison and multiple part ensemble music I R R 
Demonstrate basic ensemble performance concepts: blend, balance and intonation I R R 
Demonstrate musical expression and sensitivity in rehearsals in rehearsal and performances I R R 
Perform major, minor and chromatic scales I R R 
Demonstrate proper rhythm performance if 16th, dotted 8th, triplet 8th, complex ties and syncopation  I I/R 
Demonstrate the proper use of alternative fingerings/positions  I R 
Demonstrate development of tone with vibrato   I 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Instrumental Music Scope and Sequence (continued) 
 
I=Introduce    R=Reinforce   S=Strengthen   M=Mastered 

 
Grades 6 7 8 
3.  Describe, analyze and create music    
Identify notes by pitch names and proper fingering I R R 
Identify and perform note and rest values: whole, dotted, half, half, dotted quarter, quarter and eighth  I I/R 
Perform rhythms involving pick up-notes I R R 
Demonstrate proper procedures for sight-reading I R M 
Perform in simple rhythmic meters: 4/4, 3/4 and 2/4 I I/R R 
    
 4.  Evaluate music and music performance using critical thinking and listening skills    
Define instrument relationship to concert pitch I R M 
Demonstrate ability to match and adjust pitch when tuning I R R 
Aurally identify correct performance of rhythmic notation and articulations I R R 
Visually identify and diagram conducting patterns I R R 
Critique band performances I R R 
Describe and demonstrate several problem solving skills and drill practice procedures I I/R R 
Identify pitch tendencies and proper corrections  I R 
  I I/R 
5.  Demonstrate knowledge of music history and cultural heritage    
Perform music in a variety of styles and periods of composition I R R 
Understand the musical context of each piece, including time period, composer and cultural traditions of that 
time 

I I R 

Demonstrate proper stage presence and concert etiquette I R M 
    
 6.  Participate in the cultural musical life in the community    
Attend live performances by professional musicians and composers I R M 
Perform multiple part band literature in concert I R R 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Vocal/Choral Music Scope and Sequence 
 
I=Introduce    R=Reinforce   S=Strengthen   M=Mastered 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grades 6    7 8 
1.  Demonstrate the language of reading and interpreting music notation    
Identify notes by pitch names I R M 
Identify and perform note and rest values: whole, dotted, half, half, dotted quarter, quarter and eighth I R M 
Demonstrate the use of 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 time  I R M 
Understand the use of accidentals to raise and lower pitch I R M 
Demonstrate and understand basic tempo markings I R M 
Develop sight-reading skills for diatonic melodies using solfege and interval recognition I I/R R 
Demonstrate basic dynamic contrasts I I R 
Perform and identify intervals found within a major scale  I R 
Understand the use of key signatures  I R 
Understand and perform chromatic intervals   I I I/R 
Identify and perform crescendo and decrescendo markings I R R 
Demonstrate tempo changes with the use of ritardando, accelerando, and fermatas I R R 
Demonstrate the use of 3/8, 6/8 and 2/2 time   I 
Understand and demonstrate subtle dynamic contrasts and accents   I 
Identify and perform note and rest values: sixteenth, dotted eighth, triplet eighth, complex ties and 
syncopation 

I I I 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Vocal/Choral Music Scope and Sequence (continued) 
 

I=Introduce    R=Reinforce   S=Strengthen   M=Mastered 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Grades 6 7 8 
2.  Perform music independently and with others    
Demonstrate proper body alignment and posture I R R/M 
Demonstrate proper breath production and control I R R/M 
Demonstrate proper phrasing relating to melodic/breath patterns I R R 
Produce characteristic vowel formations I R R 
Demonstrate ability to match pitch individually and as a section I R R 
Understand and demonstrate basic consonants and diction I R R 
Understand and demonstrate vocal projection I R R 
Understand and demonstrate proper techniques for tone quality and control I R R 
Demonstrate personal responsibility and self-discipline in rehearsal I R M 
Perform rhythms with a steady tempo in a full ensemble and individually I R R 
Demonstrate basic ensemble performance concepts: blend, balance, and 
intonation 

I R R 

Understand and respond to conductor's musical gestures I  R R  
Understand and perform unison attacks and releases   I R 
Demonstrate knowledge of how to practice and prepare parts for rehearsal   I R 
Perform works requiring a cappella singing or in 3-4 parts     I 
Demonstrate proper rhythm performance of 16th, dotted 8th, triplet 8th, complex ties and syncopation     I 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Vocal Music/Chorus Music Scope and Sequence (continued) 
 
I=Introduce    R=Reinforce   S=Strengthen    M=Mastered 
 

 

Grades 6 7 8 
3.  Describe, analyze and create music    
Describe music using appropriate musical terminology I R R 
Define and recognize the use of themes, countermelody, repetition and form   I R 
Identify and perform basic vocal timbre changes (light, heavy, etc.)   I I/R 
Identify simple musical forms and styles   I R 
    
4.  Evaluate music and music performance using critical thinking and listening skills    
Critique choral recordings/performances using choral rubric I R R 
Visually identify and diagram conducting patterns I R R 
Aurally identify correct performance of rhythmic notation and articulations   I I/R 
Describe and demonstrate several problem solving skills and drill practice procedures   I R 
Identify pitch tendencies and proper corrections using vowel modifications and breath support   I R 
Contribute to class discussions on artistic development of ensemble   I R 
  I I/R 
 5.  Demonstrate knowledge of music history and cultural heritage    
Demonstrate proper stage presence and concert etiquette I R R 
Perform music in a variety of styles and periods of composition   I R 
Understanding of the musical context of each piece, including time period, composer, and cultural traditions 
of that time 

  I R 

    
 6.  Participate in the cultural musical life in the community    
Attend live performances by professional musicians and composers I R R 
Perform accompanied solo literature I R R 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

General Music Scope and Sequence 
 

 
I=Introduce    R=Reinforce   S=Strengthen    M=Mastered 

 
 
 
 

Grades 6 7 8 
1.  Describe, analyze and create music    
Use music terminology to identify, describe, analyze, and evaluate specific components of music performed 
and heard 

I R R 

Identify by genre or style aural examples of music from a variety of historical periods and cultures I I I/R 
Investigate and compare representative music(s) and musicians' interpretations within and among various 
genres and styles of music 

I R R 

Compose music within specified guidelines using varied traditional and non-traditional sound sources 
including electronic media 

I R R 

    
2.  Evaluate music and music performance using critical thinking and listening skills    
Investigate and compare representative music(s) and musicians' interpretations within and among various 
genres and styles of music 

I R R 

Demonstrate an awareness of personal preferences and preferences of others in the evaluation or music I R R 
Apply critical and creative thinking processes in making musical decisions and evaluations I R R 
Identify styles and characteristics of aural examples, melodic and rhythmic phrases, and instrumental tone 
quality 

I R R 

    
3.  Demonstrate knowledge of music history and cultural heritage    
Recognize that music reflects time, place and culture I R R 
Identify connections between current societal trends and the arts I R R 
Identify the role and function of music in one's own life as well as in culture and society I R R 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE 
 

Month 
 

New Jersey 
Core 
Curriculum 
Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

September 1.1, 1.2 What is music? 
 
How do we play and 
care for our 
instruments?  
 
How do we sing 
with proper tone and 
care for our voices?  
 

Identify and 
interpret melody, 
harmony, timbre 
and form in varied 
genres and styles 
using appropriate 
terminology  
 
Demonstrate proper 
instrument assembly 
techniques 
 
Identify notes by 
pitch name and 
proper fingering 
 
Sing independently 
demonstrating good 
posture and correct 
breath control. 
 

Critical 
Listening 
 
Discussion 
 
Instrument 
Assembly 
 
Perform on 
Instrument 
 
Vocal 
Production 
Posture 
Breathing 
 
Think/Pair/Share 
 
Physical and 
vocal warm-ups 
 
Rehearse 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit 
Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubric 
 
Written and 
performance 
tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
 
Self-
assessment, 
peer 
assessment, 
student 
reflection 
 

 
 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 37 
 



Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (continued) 
 
 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

October 1.3  How do reading and 
techniques skills 
enhance our 
performance?  
 
How do we make 
our performance 
more accurate? 
 
What role does your 
section play in the 
ensemble? 
 
How does the 
historical style 
influence the 
meaning of the 
music? 
 
 

Identify Pitches 
 
Read Rhythms 
 
Identify time 
signatures 
 
Define music terms 
used in ensemble or 
solo music being 
studied 
 
Identify and 
describe styles of 
music representing 
various cultures and 
periods of music 

Critical 
Listening 
 
Discussion 
 
Perform on 
Instrument 
 
Sing 
 
Think/Pair/Share 
 
Warm-up 
 
Rehearse 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit 
Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Class 
Participation 
Rubric 
 
Written and 
performance 
tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
 
Informal 
observations of 
student musical 
responses 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (continued) 
 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

November 1.2, 1.3 How has technology 
changed and 
influenced the 
nature of the arts? 
 
How do people 
express themselves 
through music? 
 
 
How can we 
improve our 
performance as an 
ensemble? 

Present an argument 
that technology has 
significantly 
changed music both 
for the positive and 
the negative. 
 
Discuss current and 
ways technology 
affects how we 
listen to music 
 
Demonstrate 
responsibility and 
self discipline in 
rehearsal 
 
Demonstrate 
knowledge of how 
to practice and 
prepare parts for 
rehearsal 
 

Discussion 
 
Collaborative 
Group Activity 
 
Warm-ups 
 
Rehearsal 
 
Analyzing 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit 
Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Rubric 
 
Written and 
performance 
tests 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
 
Informal 
observations 
of student 
musical 
responses 
 
Self-
assessment, 
peer 
assessment, 
student 
reflection 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (continued) 

 

Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

December 1.3 How does 
performing on my 
instrument/singing 
enrich our lives 
and the lives of 
others? 
 
What is the 
singer’s role in the 
choir? 
 
What is the 
musician’s role in 
an ensemble? 
 
What role does 
my 
voice/instrument 
play within an 
ensemble? 

Perform music 
of a variety of 
styles and 
culture using 
expression and 
phrasing 
appropriate for 
the work being 
performed 
 
Understand and 
be able to 
perform with 
others to achieve 
a refined 
ensemble sound 
including blend, 
balance and 
timbre 
 
Perform rhythms 
with a steady 
pulse 
individually and 
as an ensemble 

Sing alone and 
in small and 
large ensembles 
demonstrating 
independence in 
executing 
his/her own part. 
 
Perform 
melodies and 
rhythms with 
appropriate 
dynamics while 
maintaining a 
steady 
 
Perform music 
in a variety of 
meters to 
include 2/4, 3/4 
and 4/4 
 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit 
Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Written and 
performance 
tests 
 
Rehearsal 
Reflection Log 
 
Self- 
assessment, peer 
assessment, 
student 
reflection 
 
Winter Concert 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (continued) 
 
Month 
 

New Jersey 
Core 
Curriculum 
Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

January 1.4, 1.3 How did this 
performance use 
music elements to 
create a feeling or 
mood? 
 
What are the 
characteristics of a 
quality 
performance? 
 
What’s the 
difference between 
a thoughtful and a 
thoughtless artistic 
judgment? 
 
What vocabulary 
should be used 
when describing 
music? 
 

Students listen to 
two music 
compositions on the 
same theme (e.g., 
celebrating a 
holiday) and point 
our similarities and 
differences 
 
View a videotape of 
a school band or 
chorus performance 
and write a written 
critique describing 
the music heard and 
suggest areas of  
improvement 
 

Describe with 
appropriate 
terminology 
what is 
happening in 
music listening 
exercises 
 
Evaluate music 
performances 
and composition 
utilizing 
established 
criteria and offer 
suggestions for 
improvement 
 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Tapes of 
performances 
 
Reflection Logs 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Performance 
Rubric 
 
Written and 
performance 
tests 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
 
Self-
assessment, 
peer 
assessment, 
student 
reflection 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (continued) 
 
Month 
 

New Jersey 
Core 
Curriculum 
Content 
Standard 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

February 1.2. 1.3 What can music tell 
us about society?   
 
How does music 
affect history?  How 
does history affect 
music? 
 
How are various 
musical styles sung 
authentically? 
 
How does music 
reflect as well as 
shape history and 
culture? 

Collaborate with 
peers to create 
group presentations 
on music from 
various cultures and 
historical periods 
 
Contribute music to 
interdisciplinary 
projects with other 
subjects when and 
where appropriate 
 
Perform, respond 
and listen to music 
from a variety of 
cultures and periods  
 
 
 

Discussion 
 
Sing 
 
Perform on 
Instruments 
 
Collaborative 
Group Activity 
 
Warm-ups 
 
Rehearsal 
 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit 
Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Group Project 
Rubric 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
 
Self-
assessment, 
peer 
assessment, 
student 
reflection 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (continued) 
 
 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

March 1.3 How is music 
communicated 
expressively? 
 
How does music 
reflect as well as 
shape history and 
culture? 

Analyze music in 
terms of appropriate 
historical 
performance 
practices and 
compare and 
contrast to practices 
of other periods 
and/or styles and 
cultures 
 
Demonstrate tempo 
changes  
 
Discuss historical 
context of songs 
performed 
 

Discussion 
 
Performance: 
Singing 
 
Performance: 
Playing of 
instruments 
 
Writing Task 
 
Warm-ups 
 
Rehearsal 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit 
Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Participation 
Rubric 
 
Written and 
performance 
tests 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (continued) 
 
 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

April 1.1 What choices must a 
composer make in 
notation to make a 
piece of music what 
they want? 
 
On what basis can 
music be compared 
and contrasted? 
 
How do uneven 
rhythms change the 
mood of a piece of 
music? 
 
 
 

Work with a 
collaborative team to 
create an original 
piece of music using 
technology 
 
Create a graphic 
organizer to 
compare and 
contrast two styles 
of music 
 
Compose simple 
melodies making 
appropriate rhythmic 
and melodic choices 
within stated 
guidelines 

Discussion 
 
Reflect 
 
Compose 
 
Collaborative 
Group Activity 
 
Warm-ups 
 
Rehearsal 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit 
Websites 
Method Books 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Project Rubric 
 
Written and 
performance 
tests 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
 
Informal 
observations of 
student musical 
responses 
 
Self-assessment, 
peer assessment, 
student 
reflection 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (continued) 
 
 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

May  1.3 How does music 
impact our lives? 
 
How does the 
musician prepare for 
performance? 
 
How is music 
communicated 
expressively? 
 

Demonstrate basic 
ensemble 
performance 
concepts: blend, 
balance, and 
Intonation 
 
Demonstrate and 
describe proper 
breathing/phrasing 
techniques 
 
 
Perform works a 
capella or in 3 or 4 
part harmony 

Sing alone and in 
small and large 
ensembles 
demonstrating 
independence in 
executing his/her 
own part. 
 
Perform 
melodies and 
rhythms with 
appropriate 
dynamics while 
maintaining a 
steady 
 
Perform multiple 
part band 
literature in 
concert 
 
Spring Concert 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Rubric 
 
Written and 
performance 
tests 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
 
Informal 
observations of 
student musical 
responses 
 
Self-assessment, 
peer assessment, 
student 
reflection 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

PACING GUIDE (Continued) 
 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/Skills 

Suggested 
Activities 

District Programs 
Supplemental Resources 

Assessments 
 

June  1.4 How has my 
vocal/instrumental 
performance 
improved? 
 
How did this 
performance use 
music elements to 
create a feeling or 
mood? 
 
What are the 
characteristics of a 
quality 
performance? 
 
What’s the 
difference between a 
thoughtful and a 
thoughtless artistic 
judgment? 
 

View a videotape of 
a school band or 
chorus performance 
and write a written 
critique describing 
the music heard and 
suggest areas of  
improvement 
 
Reflect upon 
personal music 
performance 
 
 
 

Describe with 
appropriate 
terminology 
what is 
happening in a 
music listening 
exercise 
 
Evaluate music 
performances 
and composition 
utilizing 
established 
criteria and offer 
suggestions for 
improvement 
 
Reflect upon 
personal music 
performance and 
performance of 
others 

Professional 
Development 
Activities 
 
Concert Recordings 
 
Monitor for viewing 
 
Choral and 
Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Performance 
Rubric 
 
Oral/Verbal 
responses to 
teacher 
questions 
 
Informal 
observations of 
student musical 
responses 
 
Self-assessment, 
peer assessment, 
student 
reflection 
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Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Instrumental Music Performance - Individual Rubric 
 

Category 4 3 2 1 
Tone Quality Tone is consistently 

focused, clear, and 
centered throughout the 
range of the instrument. 
Tone has professional 
quality. 

Tone is focused, clear, and 
centered through the 
normal playing range of 
the instrument. Extremes 
in range sometimes cause 
tone to be less controlled. 

Tone is often focused, 
clear, and centered, but 
sometimes the tone is 
uncontrolled in the normal 
playing range. Extremes in 
range are usually 
uncontrolled. 

The tone is often not 
focused, clear, or centered 
regardless of the range 
being played, significantly 
detracting from the overall 
performance. 

Rhythm The beat is secure and the 
rhythms are accurate for 
the style of music being 
played. 

The beat is secure and the 
rhythms are mostly 
accurate. There are a few 
duration errors, but these 
do not detract from the 
overall performance. 

The beat is somewhat 
erratic. Some rhythms are 
accurate. Frequent or 
repeated duration errors. 
Rhythm problems 
occasionally detract from 
the overall performance. 

The beat is usually erratic 
and rhythms are seldom 
accurate, detracting 
significantly from the 
overall performance. 

 Pitch Virtually no errors. Pitch is 
very accurate. 

An occasional isolated 
error, but most of the time 
pitch is accurate and 
secure. 

Some accurate pitches, but 
there are frequent and/or 
repeated errors. 

Very few accurate or 
secure pitches. 

Dynamics Dynamic levels are 
obvious, consistent, and an 
accurate interpretation of 
the style of music being 
played. 

Dynamic levels are 
typically accurate and 
consistent. 

Dynamic levels fluctuate 
but can be discerned. 

Attention to dynamic 
levels is not obvious. 

Phrasing Phrasing is always 
consistent and sensitive to 
the style of music being 
played. 

Phrasing is usually 
consistent and sensitive to 
the style of music being 
played. 

Phrasing is usually 
consistent and occasionally 
sensitive to the style 
played. 

Phrasing is rarely 
consistent and/or rarely 
sensitive to musical style. 
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Participation Rubric 
 

  
Excellent (above 
average) 
4 pts 

Good (average) 
3 pts 

Poor (below 
average) 
2 pts 

Needs 
Improvement 
1 pts 

Group Participation  
Singing/Playing/Listening 

Participates willingly 
during music 
activities in a positive 
way.  

Usually participates 
willingly during music 
activities. May need 
some reminders/cues 
to do so.  

Rarely participates 
during music 
activities and does 
participate only 
when prompted with 
verbal or visual cues 
to do so.  

Does not 
participate at all 

OR does participate 
only when 

prompted with 
verbal or visual 

cues to do so, with 
complaint.  

 
Individual Participation  
Answers Questions and 
Contributes to Class 
Learning Environment 

Always attempts to 
answer questions and 

contributes to 
lessons/discussions 
in a positive way.  

Often answers 
questions and 
contributes to 

lessons/discussions 
in a positive way.  

Occasionally 
answers questions; 
sometimes 
contributes to 
lessons/discussions 
or contributes in a 
negative way.  

Never or rarely 
answers questions; 
rarely contributes 

to 
lessons/discussions 
or contributes in a 

negative way.  
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Singing Skills Rubric 
 
Singing Skills  

  OUTSTANDING 
10 pts 

AVERAGE 
8 pts 

BELOW AVERAGE 
6 pts 

Pitch accuracy   
You sang with accurate pitches 
throughout the piece in both the low 
and high parts of your vocal range.  

 
There were only one or two pitch 
inaccuracies, but overall, you sang 
all pitches very well.  

 
There were many pitch problems in 
your presentation. You are 
struggling to sing correctly on your 
part. Greater focus and attention are 
necessary in order for your grade to 
improve.  

Rhythm accuracy   
Your rhythms were sung properly 
both on and off the beat. You have an 
expert awareness of this skill.  

 
 
There were only one or two rhythmic 
inaccuracies, but overall, you did 
very well.  

 
There were several rhythmic 
inaccuracies. You must pay attention 
in class when we go over these 
things.  

Energy   
You sang with energy, with your 
mouth opened.  

 
Your energy level was fine, and you 
sang with your mouth opened most 
of the time.  

 
Only occasionally, and then only with 
prompting, did you sing with energy, 
your mouth was not opened enough.  

Projection   
You sang with purpose and 
confidence. I had no problems at all 
hearing your voice.  

 
You sang well, but you need to work 
on projecting your voice and singing 
with confidence. You did a great job; 
just sing out a little more!  

 
Your voice was not projected. If I 
can't hear you, it is hard to give you 
a grade. .  

Diction and articulation   
You sang with words that were 
understandable; your vocal line was 
articulated clearly; your phrasing was 
excellent and your diction was near 
perfect. Final consonants and tall 
vowels were in evidence.  

 
I could understand almost every 
word, but there were a few times 
when final consonants and tall 
vowels could have been sung more 
carefully.  

 
Not only did I not understand your 
words, you also did not know some 
of them. This is probably due to a 
lack of attention during rehearsals.  
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SECTION III 
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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards  
Content Area: Visual and Performing Arts 

 
 
1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 
principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
 
1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and 
influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
 
 
1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art. 
 
 
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply 
an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
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National Standards for Music Education 

 

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 

4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 

5. Reading and notating music. 

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

7. Evaluating music and music performances. 

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture. 
 
 
 
 

National Standards for the Arts were developed by the Consortium of National Arts Education Associations, through a grant 
administered by The National Association for Music Education (NAfME). 
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SECTION IV 
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Resources and Supplemental Materials 

 

New Jersey Department of Education 2009 New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards for Visual and Performing Arts  

 http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/standards/5/intro.pdf 

 
 

New Jersey Music Educators Association 
 
 
 

National Association for Music Education 
 
 
 

PBS.org Teacher Resources 
 
 
 

Jazz In America/Theolonius Monk Institute 
 
 
 
 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 54 
 



Music / Grades 6-8 
Montclair Public Schools 

Rehearsal Reflection Log 
 

Activity to be completed on the day following a comprehensive rehearsal 
 

 
Objective:  Students will reflect on the previous day’s rehearsal/assessment and: 

1. Identify the location of specific items/areas needing improvement. 
2. Describe the specific problem itself. 
3. Explain the solution discussed during the rehearsal. 
4. Evaluate the elements involved in the problem and solution and assign them an assessment category using set 

chorus evaluation guidelines. 
 
Strategies: 
 

1. Students participate in a comprehensive rehearsal, making notes in their music regarding areas needing improvement as 
they go along. 

2. The day following the rehearsal, students complete the Rehearsal Reflection Log (RRL). 
3. Students participate in a class discussion regarding the RRL, making sure that suggestions that others documented that they 

may have missed are written in their music. 
4. Students rehearse select sections again and implement the suggestions documented in the RRL. 
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